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EDITORIAL 


A   WARNING   AND    A   CALL   TO 

REPENTANCE 


By  EZRA  L.  MARLER 


THE  message  of  the  First  1 'residency  oi 
the  Church  as  given  lo  the  Saints  in 
the  recent  Semi- Annual  General  Conference 
is  one  of  vital  importance.  It  is  laden  with 
timely  warning,  sound  reason  and  wise 
counsel.  It  is  the  call  of  the  shepherds  to 
the  sheep.  It  is  a  call  to  repentance  to  a 
war-mad  world  drifting  blindly  towards  the 
maelstrom  of  destruction.  It  is  the  inspired 
word  of  the  Lord  to  His  people  in  danger 
and  distress. 

The  alluring  enticements  of  the  Prince  of 
Evil  playing  upon  the  hearts  and  minds  of 
this  generation,  together  with  the  artful  and 
incessant  advertising  and  the  "  evils  and 
designs  in  the  hearts  of  conspiring  men," 
seem  to  have  wholly  erased  whatever  stigma 
once  attached  to  the  general  use  of  liquor 
and  tobacco.  They  now  boldly  parade 
themselves  in  almost  all  circles  of  society, 
regardless  of  sex,  without  a  blush  or 
apology. 

Using  an  expression  of  Shakespeare,  "Of 
all  the  wonders  that  I  yet  have  heard  it 
seems  to  me  most  strange"  that  while  we 
as  a  nation  are  now  sending  our  best  man- 
hood to  face  a  murderous  foe  who  would 
enslave  us,  we  are  permitting,  if  not  en- 
couraging, those  men  and  boys  to  weaken 
their  bodies,  unsteady  their  nerves  and 
becloud  their  minds  with  nicotine  and 
alcohol.  At  the  time  of  induction  into  the 
army  we  give  medical  examination  to  cast 
out  the  weaker  ones,  but  those  selected  are 
then  permitted  to  partake  of  those  things 
which  all  of  us  know  tend  to  weaken,  under- 
mine and  destroy. 

In  these  days  of  most  terrific  world 
struggle,  when  our  very  national  life  is 
threatened  and  the  margin  for  early  victory 
is  all  too  narrow,  every  cigarette  and  every 
glass  or  bottle  of  liquor  is  a  sabateur  in  our 
midst.  Yet  we  invite  them  there;  we  en- 
courage them.  They  are  in  our  lowest 
ranks   and   in   our  highest  councils,   and   we 


pay  many  billions  of  nationally  needed 
dollars  annually  lor  them.  Can  we  conceive 
of  anything  more  short-sighted  and  unwise? 
Roger  W.  Babson  and  other  competent 
writers  of  the  day  tell  us  that  drink  was  the 
major  I  actor  in  the  collapse  of  France. 
When  our  enemy  had  achieved  dominion 
there  he  banished  his  valiant  ally,  liquor, 
lrom  controlled  territory. 

Not  only  are  these  narcotic  termites 
threatening  our  strategy  and  prowess  in 
war ;  but  they  are  eating  at  the  vitals  of  the 
character  structure  on  which  so  much  will 
depend  in  the  days  of  reconstruction  ahead. 
Well  might  America  read  and  heed  the 
warning  of  the  First  Presidency  against 
liquor  and  tobacco. 

The  Message  makes  a  vigorous  appeal  for 
personal  purity,  and  speaks  solemn  warning 
of  the  direful  results,  both  here  and  here- 
after, that  attend  the  breaking  of  the  divine 
mandate   against  sexual   impurity. 

Parenthood  is  extolled  and  the  responsi- 
bility of  parents  for  the  proper  care  and 
training  of  children  is  emphasized.  No  hired 
substitute  can  take  the  place  of  mother  in 
the  home.  The  bringing  of  children  into 
the  world  entails  "  an  obligation  of  the  most 
sacred  kind,  because  the  fate  of  that  spirit 
in  the  eternities  to  come,  the  blessings  or 
punishments  which  shall  await  it  in  the 
hereafter,  depend,  in  great  part,  upon  the 
care,  the  teachings,  the  training  which  the 
parents  shall  give  to  that  spirit." 

Unity  is  the  strength  of  the  Church. 
Satan  is  trying  in  every  possible  way  to 
destroy  the  very  foundations  of  society, 
government  and  religion.  "  Never  before 
has  he  had  so  firm  a  grip  on  this  generation 
as  he  has  now."  The  Lord,  Himself,  has 
organized  His  people  for  the  great  conflict 
against  unrighteousness;  and  we  must  stand 
united  together  in  service,  under  the  Lord's 
anointed,  working  in  unison  according  to 
(Continued   at  foot   of  next  page.) 
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OUR  GREAT   RESPONSIBILITY 

AS  Latter-day  Saints  a  -great  responsibility  has  come  to  us.  As  members  of  the  Church 
**  of  Jesus  Christ  we  have  assumed  the  responsibility  of  living  clean,  virtuous  lives,  of 
discharging  certain  duties  in  the  Church,  of  sharing  with  our  brethren  and  sisters  who  are  not 
so  fortunate  as  ourselves  and  of  making  our  actions  in  every  way  possible  reflect  the  teach- 
ings of  the  Gospel. 

Above  all,  we  have  the  great  responsibility  of  so  conducting  our  daily  lives  that  our  actions 
will  reflect  credit  to  the  Church,  that  tne  truths  of  Mormonism  shall  be  demonstrated,  that 
others  may  see  our  good   works  and    "  glorify  our  Father  which  is  in  Heaven." 

In  a  world  such  as  that  in  which  we  live  to-day,  this  is  not  an  easy  task.  We  must  be 
on  guard  every  moment  against  snares  and  temptations.  The  ways  of  the  world  seem 
pleasant  and  attractive.  They  are  much  easier  to  follow  that  the  ways  of  the  Lord.  But 
Latter-day  Saints  have  a  responsibility  that  does  not  rest  upon  other  people.  To  us  much 
has  been  given;  therefore  much  is  expected.  We  have  been  blessed  abundantly  and  we  shall 
be  blessed  even  more  abundantly  if  we  follow  the  teachings  of  the  Gospel  and  reflect  credit 
upon  the  Church  to  which  we  belong. 

Latter-day  Saints  are  expected  to  be  exemplary  citizens.  All  that  is  stated  or  implied  in 
the  Articles  of  Faith,  in  the  Ten  Commandments,  in  the  Word  of  Wisdom,  it  is  our  obliga- 
tion to  observe  to  the  utmost  of  our  ability.  And  that  obligation,  because  of  conditions 
which  now  exist  in  the  world,  is  more  serious  than  ever  before.  The  eves  of  the  world 
are  upon  us.  Our  beliefs  and  principles  are  being  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  people  of 
the  world  as  never  before.  Our  great  responsibility  is  to  make  our  practices  square  with  (he 
principles    which    the   world    knows   now,    more  than  ever  before,  the  Church  teaches. 


the  plan  outlined  and  revealed  from  heaven. 

Greetings,  love,  admonition  and  blessings 
were  expressed  for  our  men  and  boys  in  the 
armed   service.  To  them,    loved   ones   at 

home  are  urged  to  write  regularly  and  often, 
and  let  it  be  done  in  such  tenor  and  style  as 
to  cheer  the  hearts  and  uplift  the  spirits  of 
the  boys  in  camp. 

The  attitude  of  the  Church  regarding  the 
war  was  again  announced  and  an  appeal 
made  to  the  governing  forces  of  the  world  to 


bring  this  mighty  holocaust  to  an  end, 
"  honourable  and  just  to  all." 

Thanks  are  expressed  to  the  membership 
of  the  Church,  the  Priesthood,  the  auxiliary 
organizations  and  the  General  Authorities  of 
the  Church  for  loyal  support  and  the  spirit 
of  co-operation  so  liberally  manifested. 

The  Message  closes  with  a  prayer,  from 
the  spirit  of  which  we  might  all  well  take 
pattern  for  our  supplications  in  this  troubled 
dav. 
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MESSAGE    OF     THE     FIRST 
PRESIDENCY 

The  following  message  of  the  First  Presidency  was  read  at  the  opening  session  of 
1 13th  Semi-Annual  Conference,   Oct.  3,  1942,  by  President  J.   Reuben   Clark,  Jr. 

'O  THE  SAINTS  in  every  land  and  ciime  we  send  our  love  and  greetings  and 
[say  unto  you  :  May  the  Peace  of  Christ  which  passeth  human  understanding 
enter  your  souls  and  be  and  abide   with   you    always.  During    the    coming 

winter,   may  the  Lord   in   His   wisdom,  give  food  to  the  hungry,  raiment  to  the 
unclothed,   heat  and  shelter  to  those  who  are  cold;  may  His  Spirit  bring  com- 
|fort  to  the  broken  hearts,  bind  up  the  aching  wounds,  heal  those  who  are  sick, 
preserve  from  plague  and  pestilence  those  who  are  victims  of  this  world-wide  holocaust. 

OUR  TESTIMONIES 

We  again  bear  you  our  testimony  :  that  God  lives  and  that  He  loves  those  who  keep 
His  commandments  and  walk  in  His  ways;  that  Christ,  His  only  Begotten,  came  to 
earth  and  lived  His  mission  through,  that  He  was  crucified,  died,  the  Lamb  of  God 
sacrificed  for  the  sins  of  the  world,  and  after  three  days  came  forth  from  the  tomb,  a 
resurrected  being,  thereby  making  the  Atonement  which  brings  the  blessing  of  a  resur- 
rection to  all  God's  children  ;  that  Joseph  Smith  was  a  prophet  of  God,  raised  up  to 
usher  in  this  the  Last  Dispensation  of  the  Fulness  of  Times,  and  to  bring  about  the 
restoration  of  the  fulness  of  the  everlasting  Gospel  and  the  Holy  Priesthood  of  God, 
lost  to  earth  through  the  wickedness  of  men. 

We  bear  witness  that  this  is  the  one  true  Church  of  the  Christ,  and  that  except 
through  it  and  the  following  of  the  teachings  and  commandments  it  proclaims,  men 
may   not  reach   the  highest  exaltation  in   the  eternities  to  come. 

We  say  unto  you  that  in  the  darkest  hours  of  these  days  of  dread,  tumult,  and 
woe,  the  Lord  is  near  to  us,  that  He  mourns  over  the  iniquities  and  the  sorrows  of 
His  children,  that  He  would  lead  us  into  paths  of  peace  if  we  would  but  follow  Him, 
that  He  holds  in  His  loving  hands,  nurtured  by  His  boundless  mercy,  every  one  who 
lives  righteouslv,  and  who  seeks  His  protection  ;  that  He  listens  and  hearkens  to  those 
who,  having  pure  hearts  and  contrite  spirits,  come  to  Him  with  prayers  of  unshaking 
faith.  He  stands  to-day  ready  as  always  to  gather  us  in,  "  even  as  a  hen  gathereth 
her  chickens  under  her  wings,"  would  we  but  yield  our  lives  in  righteous  service  to 
Him. 

DRINK  AND  THE  WORD  OF  WISDOM 

The  world  is  smitten,  nigh  unto  death,  with  great  and  grievous  tribulations,  follow- 
ing the  commission  of  cardinal  sins. 

Our  the  earth,  and  it  seems  particularly  in  America,  the  demon  drink  is  in  control. 
Drunken  with  strong  drink,  men  have  lost  their  reason  ;  their  judgment  and  vision  are 
fled  ;  they   reel  forward   to  destruction. 

Drink  brings  cruelty  into  the  home ;  it  walks  arm  in  arm  with  poverty,  its  com- 
panions are  disease  and  plague  ;  it  pats  chastity  to  flight  ;  it  knows  neither  honesty  nor 
fair  dealing;  it  is  a  total  stranger  to  truth,  it  drowns  conscience;  it  is  the  bodyguard  of 
evil  ;  it  curses  all  who  touch  it. 

Drink  has  brought  more  woe  and  misery,  broken  more  hearts,  wrecked  more  homes, 
committed  more  crimes,   filled   more  coffins,  than  all  the  wars  the  world  has  suffered. 

Therefore,  we  thank  the  faithful  Saints  for  their  observance  of  the  Word  of  Wisdom, 
tor  their  putting  aside  of  drink.  The  Lord  is  pleased  with  you.  You  have  been  a 
bulwark  of  strength  to  this  people  and  to  the  world.    Your  influence  has  been  for  rightc- 
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ousness.       The  Lord  will  not  forget  your  good    works   when   you  stand   before   Him  in 

judgment.  He  has  blessed  and  will  eontinue  to  bless  you  with  the  blessings  He 
promised  to  those  who  obey  His  divine  law  of  health.  We  invoke  the  mercies  of  the 
Lord  upon  you  that  you  may  continue  strong  in  spirit,  to  cast  off  temptation  and  con- 
tinue teachers  to  the  youth  of  Zion  by  word  and  deed. 

But  so  great  is  the  curse  of  drink  that  we  should  not  be  held  guiltless  did  we  not  call 
upon   all  offending  Saints   to   forsake  it  and  banish  it  from  your  lives  forever. 

God  has  spoken  against  drink  in  our  day,  and  has  given  to  this,  the  Lord's  own 
Church,  a  specific   revelation   concerning   it,  as  a  "  word  of  wisdm  by  revelation" — 

That  inasmuch  as  any  man  drinketh  wine  or  strong   drink  among  you,   behold  it  is 
not  good,  neither  meet  in  the  sight  of  your  Father  .    .   . 

And,   again,    strong   drinks   are  not  for  the    belly,    but    for    the    washing    of    vour 
bodies.  '— D.  &  C.  89:4-7. 

This  declares  the  divine  wisdom.  It  is  God's  law  of  health,  and  is  binding  upon 
each  and  every  one  of  us.  We  cannot  escape  its  operation,  for  it  is  based  upon  eternal 
truth.  Men  may  agree  or  disagree  about  this  word  of  the  Lord,  if  thev  agree,  it  adds 
nothing;  if  they  disagree,  it  means  nothing.  Beyond  His  word  we  cannot  reach,  and 
it  is  enough  for  every  Latter-day  Saint,  willing  and  trying  to  follow  divine  guidance. 

For  more  than  half  a  century  President  Grant  has  on  every  appropriate  occasion, 
admonished  the  Saints  touching  their  obligation  to  keep  the  Word  of  Wisdom.  He 
has  told  them  what  it  means  to  them  in  matters  of"  health,  quoting  the  words  of  the 
Lord  thereon.  He  has  pointed  out   that     treasures  of  knowledge,  even  hidden  know- 

ledge, would  come  to  those  who  lived  the  law.  He  has,  over  and  over  again,  shown 
what  it  would  mean  financially  to  every  member  who  would  keep  the  law,  what  it  would 
mean  financially  to  our  people,  and  what  it  would  mean  financially  to  a  nation.  He 
has  told  us  what  it  would  mean  in  ending  human  woes,  misery,  sorrow,  disease, 
crime,  and  death.  But  his  admonitions  have  not  found  a  resting  place  in  all  our 
hearts. 

We,  the  First  Presidency  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-dav  Saints,  now 
solemnly  renew  all  these  counsels,  we  repeat  all  these  admonitions,  we  re-invoke  obedi- 
ence to  God's  law  of  health  given  us  by  God  Himself. 

We  repeat  here  the  directions  heretofore  given  by  President  Grant  :  We  ask  that  every 
General  Authority,  every  Stake  and  Ward  officer,  every  officer  of  priesthood  quorums, 
every  auxiliary  officer  in  Ward,  Stake,  or  General  Board,  every  President  of  Mission, 
every  regular  or  Stake  missionary,  in  short,  every  officer  in  every  Church  organization, 
strictly  to  keep  the  Word  of  Wisdom  from  this  moment  forward.  If  any  feels  too 
weak  to  do  this,  we  must  ask  him  to  step  aside  for  some  one  who  is  willing  and  able  so 
to  do,  for  there  are  thousands  of  Latter-day  Saints  who  are  willing  to  obev  the 
commandments  and  who  are  able  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  Lord.  We  ask  all  Church 
presiding  officers  immediately  to  set  their  official  houses  in  order.  The  Lord  will  not 
otherwise  fully  prosper  us  in  our  service  in  His  cause,  wherefore  we  shall  stand  accused 
before  Him  that  we  walked  not  in  the  lead  of  His  flock  in  the  full  stature  of  worthy, 
righteous  example.  Furthermore,  we  make  a  like  call  upon  all  these  officers  to  keep 
also  the  law  of  tithing,  to  live  the  law  of  strictest  chastity,  and  to  observe  and  do  the 
commandments  of  the  Lord. 

That  in  these  dire  days,  we  may,  each  in  his  own  place,  enjoy  the  abundant  phvsical 
blessings  of  the  righteous  life,  we  call  upon  all  true  Latter-day  Saints,  in  or  out  of 
office,  to  keep  this  law  of  health — completely  to  give  up  drink,  to  quit  using  tobacco 
which  all  too  often  leads  to  drink,  to  abandon  hot  drinks  and  the  use  of  harmful  drugs, 
and  otherwise  to  observe  the  Word  of  Wisdom.  We  urge  the  Saints  to  quit  trifling 
with  this  law  and  so  to  live  it  that  we  may  claim  its  promises. 

Upon  you  parents,  laden  with  the  divinely  imposed  responsibility  of  guiding  pure, 
eternal  spirits  through  the  early  years  of  their  earth  existence,  we  urge  a  faithful  per- 
formance  of  your  sacred  duty,    to  teach  this   law   of   health    to   your   children  both   by 
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precept  and  example.  Of  a  surety  the  Lord  will  not  hold  us  guiltless  if  we  tail  one 
whit  in  guarding,  protecting,  and  guiding  these  innocent  and  precious  souis  on  their 
way  to  exaltation. 

Parents,  these  are  not  the  times  for  weak  attempts  and  halt  measures,  but  for  the 
full  strength  of  righteous,  prayerful,  God-fearing  effort  to  walk  ourselves,  and  to  lead 
our  children,  along  the  paths  of  sobriety  and  chastity. 

How  great  are  the  blessings  promised  to  those  who  observe  the  law  : 

"  And  all  saints  who  remember  to  keep  and  do  these  sayings,  walking  in  obedience 
to  the  commandments,  shall  receive  health  in  their  navel  and  marrow  in  their  bones; 

"  And  shall  find  wisdom  and  great  treasures  of  knowledge,  even  hidden  treasures; 

"  And  shall  run  and  not  be  weary,  and  shall  walk  and  not  faint. 

"  And  I,  the  Lord,  give  unto  them  a  promise,  that  the  destroying  angel  shall  pass 
by  them,   as  the  children  of   Israel,   and  noi  slay  them." — D.   &  C.  89:18-21. 

When,  as  the  Lord  Himself  has  declared,  plague,  pestilence,  famine,  and  death  shall 
be  poured  out  upon  the  nations  for  their  wickedness,  and  when  these  shall  break  over 
our  heads  and  our  loved  ones  are  smitten  nigh  to  death,  when  hearts  are  torn  and  the 
anguish  of  grief  almost  overwhelms  us,  who  can  fathom  the  joy  or  measure  the  bless- 
ing of  that  father  and  mother  who  can  stand  before  the  Lord  and  say,  "  We  have  kept 
Thy  commandments.       We  and  ours  have  lived  Thy   law.  Vouchsafe  Thy  promised 

blessings  unto  us.  We  remember  Thy  word,  '  I,  the  Lord,  am  bound  when  ye  do 
what  I  say.'  Let  Thy  healing  power  rest  upon  our  afflicted  ones  '  that  the  destroy- 
ing angel  shall  pass  by  them,  as  the  children  of  Israel,  and  not  slay  them.'  '' 

As  with  a  person,  as  with  a  people,  so  is  it  with  a  nation.  A  drunken  nation  cannot 
expect  that  God  will  withhold  His  judgments,  nor  ward  off  the  ravages  of  the 
Destroyer.  A  drunken  nation  is  a  seedbed  for  disaster — political,  physical,  moral  and 
spiritual.  A  drunken  nation  may  not,  even  in  its  hours  of  direst  distress,  pray  to  God 
for  help,  with  that  simple  assurance  and  unpolluted  faith  which  bring  aid  and  comfort 
to  those  who  abide  the  law  of  sobriety  and  keep  His  commandments. 

Rulers  of  nations  may  not  suppose  that  their  peoples  will  be  less  drunken  than  are 
thev  themselves.  We  call  upon  the  rulers  of  all  nations  to  show  their  peoples  by  their 
examples  how  to  live  the  sober  and  virtuous  life.  We  call  upon  them  to  bring  into 
their  counsels,  the  re-enthroned  reason  of  undrunken  minds.  Then  will  wisdom  and 
vision  return,  and  peace  will  leave  her  hiding  place  to  bless  the  world.  We  exhort  men 
and  rulers  the  world  over  to  learn  the  blessings  which  come  to  those  who  live  God's  full 
law  of  health,  that  thev  may,  under  His  hands  and  by  His  power,  help  to  bring  salva- 
tion,   temporal   and  spiritual,    to   the  whole  human  race. 

CHASTITY 

Upon  the  heels  of  the  demon  drink,  tread  the  demons  of  unchastity — harlotry,  forni- 
cation, adultery,  while  murder  itself  lurks  not  far  behind.  From  Adam  until  now,  God 
has  commanded  that  His  children  be  sexually  clean. 

Here  again  we  extend  gratitude  to  our  Heavenly  Father  for  the  great  body  of  the 
Saints  who  have  kept  the  moral  law.       To  the  Corinthians,  Paul  said  : 

"  Know  ye  not  that  ye  are  the  temple  of  God,  and  that  the  Spirit  of  God  dwelleth 

in  you? 

"  If  any  man  defile  the  temple  of  God,  him  shall  God  destroy,  for  the  temple  of  God 
is  holy,  which  temple  ye  are." — I  Cor.  3:16-17;  II  Cor.  6:15-16. 

And  again  : 

"  What?  know  ye  not  that  your  body  is  the  temple  of  the  Holy  Ghost  which  is  in 
you    which  ye  have  of  God,  and  ye  are  not  your  own?  " — I  Cor.   6:19. 

You  who  have  observed  the  law  of  chastity  have  kept  the  temples  of  God  undefiled. 
You  can  stand  unabashed  before  the  Lord.  He  loves  you.  He  will  bestow  honour  and 
reward  upon  you.  Every  overcoming  of  temptation  brings  strength  and  glory  to  the 

soul.  May  the  Lord  continue  to  bless  and  prosper  you  in  all  your  works  of  righteous- 
ness. 
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But  some  of  us  have  forgotten  what  the  Lord  has  said  about  these  sins.  Some  of  us 
have  failed  to  teach  our  children  the  need  for  sexual  purity.  Some  teachers  have  tried 
to  lay  bare  to  our  youth  the  mysteries  of  life,  and  so  have  robbed  the  creative  act  of  all 
the  sanctity  with  which  from  the  beginning  Gasd  has  enshrouded  it.  These  have  given 
no  restraining  righteous  principle  in  its  place.  So,  with  too  many,  modesty  has  become 
a  derided  virtue,  and  the  sex  desire  has  been  degraded  to  the  level  of  hunger  and  thirst. 
From  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  until  now,  sex  immorality,  with  its  attendant  evils  of  drink 
and  corruption,  has  brought  low  the  mightiest  of  nations,  has  reduced  erring  man 
almost  to  the  level  of  the  beasts  of  the  field. 

That  we  may  be  reminded  of  the  enormity  of  the  sin  of  unchastity,  it  is  well  that  we 
recall  some  of  the  things  which  the  Lord  and   His  prophets   have  said  concerning   it. 

One  of  the  ten  basic  principles  of  Christian  society,  and  accepted  bv  all  wor- 
shippers of  the  true  God,  came  to  men  at  Sinai  when  God  wrote  with  His  own  finger  : 
"  Thou  shalt  not  commit  adultery." 

By  the  laws  of  Moses,  adulterers  were  stoned  to  death.  (Deut.  22-24.)  God  said  to 
Israel:  "  There  shall  be  no  whore  of  the  daughters  of  Israel,  nor  a  Sodomite  of  the 
sons  of  Israel."  (Deut.  23-17.)  When  God,  through  Jeremiah,  chastened  Israel  for 
apostacy,  He  pictured  her  loathsomeness  by  calling  her  a  harlot.  (Jeremiah  3.)  Paul 
declared  to  the  PZphesians  : 

For  this  ye  know,  that  no  whoremonger,  nor  unclean  person  .  .  .  hath  any  inherit- 
ance in  the  kingdom  of  Christ  and  of  God." — Eph.  5  :5. 

The  Revelator  declared  that  whoremongers  "  shall  have  their  part  in  the  lake  which 
burneth  with  fire  and  brimstone;  which  is  the  second  death."  (Rev.  21:8.)  And  when 
he  wished  to  condemn  the  great  false  church  and  its  iniquities  that  had  led  the  world 
into  apostacy  and  wickedness,  the  Revelator  called  her  "  Mystery,  Babylon  the  Great, 
the  Mother  of  Harlots  and  Abominations  of  the  Earth."  (Rev.  17:5.)  Jacob  teaching 
the  Nephites  declared  : 

"  Woe  unto  them  who  commit  whoredoms,  for  they  shall  be  thrust  down  to  hell." — 
2  Nephi  9  :36. 

To  us  of  this  Church  the  Lord  has  declared  that  adulterers  should  not  be  admitted  to 
membership  (D.  &  C.  42  :75),  but  if  repentant  should  be  permitted  to  remain  (D.  &•  C. 
42:74,  42:26)  and  He  said,  "  By  this  ye  may  know  if  a  man  repenteth  of  his  sins — 
behold,  he  will  confess  them  and  forsake  them." — D.  &  C.  58:43. 

In  this  great  revelation  on  the  three  heavenly  glories,  the  Lord  said,  speaking  of  those 
who  will  inherit  the  lowest  of  these  or  the  telestial  glory  : 

"  These  are  they  who  are  liars,  and  sorcerers,  and  adulterers,  and  whoremongers,  and 
whosoever  loves  and  makes  a  lie." — D.  &  C.   76:103. 

The  doctrine  of  this  Church  is  that  sexual  sin — the  illicit  sexual  relations  of  men 
and  women — stands,  in  its  enormity,  next  to  murder. 

The  Lord  has  drawn  no  essential  distinctions  between  fornication,  adultery,  and  har- 
lotry or  prostitution.        Each  has  fallen  under  His  solemn  and  awful  condemnation. 

You  youths  of  Zion,  you  cannot  associate  in  non-marital,  illicit  sex  relationships, 
which  is  fornication,  and  escape  the  punishments  and  the  judgments  which  the  Lord  has 
declared  against  this  sin.  The  day  of  reckoning  will  come  just  as  certainly  as  night 
follows  day.  They  who  would  palliate  this  crime  and  say  that  such  indulgence  is  but 
a  sinless  gratification  of  a  normal  desire,  like  appeasing  hunger  and  thirst,  speak  filthi- 
ness  with  their  lips.  Their  counsel  leads  to  destruction  ;  their  wisdom  comes  from  the 
Father  of  Lies. 

You  husbands  and  wives  who  have  taken  on  solemn  obligations  of  chastity  in  the 
holy  Temples  of  the  Lord  and  who  violate  those  sacred  vows  by  illicit  sexual  relations 
with  others,  you  not  only  commit  the  vile  ami  loathsome  sin  of  adulterv  but  you  break 
the  oath  you  yourselves  made  with  the  Lord  Himself  before  you  went  to  the  altar  for 
your  sealing.  You  become  subject  to  the  penalties  which  the  Lord  has  prescribed  for 
those  who  breach  their  covenants  with  Him- 


40  OUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN   MESSENGER.  March,   L948 

Of  the  harlots  and  those  who  visit  them,  God  speaks  in  terms  of  divine  contempt. 
They  are  they  who  have  bargained  away  an  eternity  of  bliss  for  the  momentary  pleasures 
of  the  flesh. 

The  Lord  will  have  only  a  clean  people,  lie  has  said,  "  I  will  contend  with  Zion,  and 
plead  with  her  strong  ones,  and  chasten  her  until  she  overcomes  and  is  clean  before 
me."— D.  &  C.  90:36. 

But  they  who  sin  may  repent,  and,  they  repenting,  (iod  will  forgive  them,  for  the  Lord 
has  said,  "  Behold,  he  who  has  repented  his  sins,  the  same  is  forgiven,  and  1,  the  Lord, 
remember  them  no  more." — D.  &  C.  58:42. 

By  virtue  of  the  authority  in  us  vested  as  the  First  Presidency  of  the  Church,  we  warn 
our  people  who  are  offending,  of  the  degradation,  the  wickedness,  the  punishment  thai 
attend  upon  unchastity;  we  urge  you  to  remember  the  blessings  which  flow  from  the 
living  of  the  clean  life ;  we  call  upon  you  to  keep,  day  in  and  day  out,  the  way  of 
strictest  chastity,  through  which  only  can  God's  choice  gifts  come  to  you  and  His 
Spirit  abide   with  you. 

How  glorious  is  he  who  lives  the  chaste  life.  He  walks  unfearful  in  the  full  glare 
of  the  noon -day  sun,  for  he  is  without  moral  infirmity.  He  can  be  reached  by  no  shafts 
of  base  calumny,  for  his  armour  is  without  flaw.  His  virtue  cannot  be  challenged  by 
any  just  accuser,  for  he  lives  above  reproach.  His  cheek  is  never  blotched  with  shame, 
for  he  is  without  hidden  sin.  He  is  honoured  and  respected  by  all  mankind,  for  he  is 
beyond  their  censure.  He  is  loved  by  the  Lord,  for  he  stands  without  blemish.  The 
exaltations  of  eternities  await  his  coming. 

PARENTHOOD 

Amongst  His  earliest  commands  to  Adam  and  Eve,  the  Lord  said:  "  Multiply  and 
replenish  the  earth."        He  has  repeated  that  command  in  our  day.  He  has  again 

revealed  in  this  the  Last  Dispensation,  the  principle  of  the  eternity  of  the  marriage  cove- 
nant. He  has  restored  to  earth  the  authority  for  entering  into  that  covenant  and  has 
declared  that  it  is  the  only  due  and  proper  way  of  joining  husband  and  wife,  and  the 
only  means  by  which  the  sacred  family  relationship  may  be  carried  beyond  the  grave  and 
through  eternity.  He  has  declared  that  this  eternal  relationship  may  be  created  only 
by  the  ordinances  which  are  administered  in  the  holy  Temples  of  the  Lord,  and  there- 
fore that  His  people  should  marry  only  in  His  Temple  in  accordance  with  such 
ordinance. 

The  Lord  has  told  us  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every  husband  and  wife  to  obey  the  com- 
mand given  to  Adam  to  multiply  and  replenish  the  earth,  so  that  the  legions  of  choice 
spirits  waiting  for  their  tabernacles  of  flesh  may  come  here  and  move  forward  under 
God's  great  design  to  become  perfect  souls,  for  without  these  fleshly  tabernacles  they 
cannot  progress  to  their  God-planned  destiny.  Thus,  every  husband  and  wife  should 
become  a  father  and  mother  in  Israel  to  children  born  under  the  holy,  eternal  covenant. 

By  bringing  these  choice,  spirits  to  earth,  each  father  and  each  mother  assumes  to- 
wards the  tabernacled  spirit  and  towards  the  Lord  Himself,  by  having  taken  advantage 
of  the  opportunity  He  offered,  an  obligation  of  the  most  sacred  kind,  because  the  fate 
of  that  spirit  in  the  eternities  to  come,  the  blessings  or  punishments  which  shall  await 
it  in  the  hereafter,  depend,  in  great  part,  upon  the  care,  the  teachings,  the  training 
which  the  parents  shall  give  to  that  spirit. 

No  parent  can  escape  that  obligation  and  that  responsibility,  and  for  the  proper  meet- 
ing thereof,  the  Lord  will  hold  us  to  a  strict  accountability.  No  loftier  duty  than  this 
can  be  assumed  by  mortals. 

Motherhood  thus  becomes  a  holy  calling,  a  sacred  dedication  for  carrying  out  the 
Lord's  plans,  a  consecration  of  devotion  to  the  uprearing  and  fostering,  the  nurturing 
in  body,  mind,  and  spirit,  of  those  who  kept  their  first  estate  and  who  come  to  this 
earth,  for  their  second  estate  "  to  see  if  they  will  do  all  things  whatsoever  the  Lord 
their  God  shall  command  them."  (Abraham  3:25).       To  lead  them  to  keep  their  second 
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estate,  is  the  work  of  motherhood,  and  "  thy  who  keep  their  second  (.-state  shall  have 
glory  added  upon  their  heads  for  ever  and  ever." — op.    cit. 

This  divine  service  of  motherhood  can  be  rendered  only  by  mothers.  It  may  not  be 
passed  to  others.  Nurses  cannot  do  it;  public  nurseries  cannot  do  it,  hired  help  can- 
not do  it. — only  mother,  aided  as  much  as  may  be  by  the  loving  hands  of  father,  brothers, 
and  sisters,  can  give  the  full  needed  measure  of  watchful  care. 

The  mother  who  entrusts  her  child  to  the  care  of  others,  that  she  may  do  non- 
motherly  work,  whether  for  gold,  for  fame,  or  for  civic  service,  should  remember  that 
"  a  child  left  to  himself  bringeth  his  mother  to  shame."  (Prow  29:15.)  In  our  day  the 
Lord  has  said  that,  unless  parents  teach  their  children  the  doctrines  of  the  Church  "  the 
sin  be  upon  the  heads  of  the  parents." — D.  &  C.  68:25. 

Motherhood  is  near  to  Divinity.  It  is  the  highest,  holiest  service  to  be  assumed  by 
mankind.  It  places  her  who  honours  its  holy  calling  and  service  next  to  the  angels. 
To  you  mothers  in  Israel  we  say  God  bless  you  and  protect  you,  and  give  you  strength 
and  courage,  the  faith  and  knowledge,  the  holy  love  and  consecration  to  duty,  that  shall 
enable  you  to  fill  to  the  fullest  measure  the  sacred  calling  which  is  yours.  To  you 
mothers  and  mothers-to-be  we  say  :  Be  chaste,  keep  pure,  live  righteously,  that  your 
posterity  to  the  last  generation  may  call  you  blessed. 

UNITY. 

The  Lord  has  said  to  His  Saints  in  these  days: 

"  I  say  unto  you,  be  one  and  if  ye  are  not  one  ye  are  not  mine." — D.  &  C.  38  :27. 

These  days  through  which  we  are  now  passing,  present  many  problems  which  are 
new  to  all  of  us  but.  are  particularly  strange  to  the  younger  generation — those  who 
have  little  background  of  experience  and  whose  knowledge  is  limited  and  immature. 
Infidelity,  atheism,  unchastity,  intemperance,  civil  corruption,  greed,  avarice,  ambition 
— personal,  political,  national — are  more  powerful  to-day  than  at  any  other  time  in  the 
lives  of  us  now  living.  They  are  pulling  and  thrusting  us  almost  at  will  into  new 
fields  of  action,  new  lines  of  thought.  The)'  are  shaking  the  faith,  undermining  the 
morals,  polluting  the  lives  of  the  people.  They  have  thrown  many  so  far  off  balance 
in  all  of  their  activities,  economic,  social,  political,  and  religious,  that  they  stand  in 
real  danger  of  falling.  Satan  is  making  war  against  all  the  wisdom  that  has  come  to 
men  through  their  ages  of  experience.  He  is  seeking  to  overturn  and  destroy  the  very 
foundations  upon  which  society,  government,  and  religion  rest.  He  aims  to  have  men 
adopt  theories  and  practices  which  he  induced  their  forefathers,  over  the  ages  to  adopt 
and  try,  only  to  be  discarded  by  them  when  found  unsound,  impractical,  and  ruinous. 
He  plans  to  destroy  liberty  and  freedom — economic,  political,  and  religious,  and  to  set 
up  in  place  thereof  the  greatest,  most  widespread,  and  most  complete  tyranny  that  has 
ever  oppressed  men.  He  is  working  under  such  perfect  disguise  that  manv  do  not 
recognize  either  him  or  his  methods.  There  is  no  crime  he  would  not  commit,  no 
debauchery  he  would  not  set  up,  no  plague  he  would  not  send,  no  heart  he  would  not 
break,  no  life  he  would  not  take,  no  soul  he  would  not  destroy.  He  comes  as  a  thief 
in  the  night!  he  is  a  wolf  in  sheep's  clothing.  Without  their  knowing  it,  the  people- 
are  being  urged  down  paths  that  lead  only  to  destruction.  Satan  never  before  had  so 
firm  a  grip  on  this  generation  as  he  has  now. 

In  the  midst  of  this  welter  of  lying  and  deception,  of  woe  and  misery,  of  death  and 
destruction,  of  violent  disorder  and  threatening  chaos,  the  only  saving  forces  on  earth 
are  the  eternal  principles  of  the  everlasting  Gospel  of  Christ  and  the  rights  and  powers 
of  the  Priesthood  of  Almighty  God.  We  of  this  Church  stand  as  the  sole  possessors 
of  these  mighty  forces  which  we  have  for  our  own  blessing,  salvation,  and  exaltation, 
not  only,  but  also  we  hold  them  in  trust  for  all  mankind,  those  who  now  live,  those 
who  are  dead  and  gone,  and  those  to  be  born  in  the  future,  that  they,  too,  all  of  them 
who  will  receive  and  obey  the  Gospel,  may  likewise  be  saved  and  exalted. 
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Standing  thus,  we  have  the  Loftiest,  the  most  vital,  the  must  sacred  responsibility  and 
obligation  which  God  can  bestow  upon  man  -a  responsibility  and  obligation  which 
transcends  every  other  that  can  come  to  us  and  lor  the  meeting  of  which  God  will  hold 
us  strictly  accountable.  To  this  high  calling  we  must  dedicate  all  that  we  have,  all 
that  we  are,  and  all  that  we  may  become.  No  lesser  consecration  than  this  wdl  meet 
the    lull  measure  of  our  divinely    inspired  duty. 

in  the  awesome  war  we  must  wage  to  bring  righteousness  and  salvation  to  men,  we 
must  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder  and  go  forward  as  one.  To  this  giorious  conflict  to 
destroy  sin  and  set  up  righteousness,  we  call  every  member  of  the  Church.  We  must 
reinforce  our  determinations,  renew  our  resolutions,  retake  our  covenants,  to  serve  God 
and  to  keep  His  commandments. 

From  the  great  war  in  Heaven  until  now  the  armies  ol  righteousness  have  marched 
under  one  banner.  They  have  obeyed  Him  who  stands  at  the  head.  They  have  not, 
as  it  were,  been,  and  we  may  not  be,  of  Paul,  of  Apollos,  of  Cephas,  "  some  of  John, 
and  some  of  Moses,  and  some  of  Elias,  and  some  of  Esaias,  and  some  of  Isaiah,  and 
some  of  Enoch,"  for  all  these  inherit  not  the  celestial  kingdom.  To  gain  the  celestial 

glory  we  must  receive  the  Gospel,  and  the  testimony  of  Jesus  and  the  prophets,  and  the 
everlasting  covenant. — D.  &  C.  76:100-101. 

The  Lord  has  Himself  organized  us  for  this  great  conflict  against  unrighteousness, 
foreseen  from  before  the  foundations  of  the  earth  were  laid.  He  has  prescribed  the 
rules  and  regulations  for  our  government  while  in  this  held  of  action.  He  has  placed 
at  our  head  His  mouthpiece  on  earth  and  has  given  him  full  authority  to  direct  us  in  this 
conflict.  He  who  disobeys  or  dishonours  that  head,  is  a  traitor  to  the  Lord's  cause. 
Unrepentant,  he  must  be  cast  out  from  the  Lord's  people. 

We  who  serve  under  the  Lord's  anointed,  must  serve  with  full  loyalty  and  devotion. 
We  must  heed  his  instructions  and  admonitions.  The  principles,  the  ordinances,  the 
rites  and  ceremonies— few  as  they  are — may  not  be  changed  by  any  of  us.  The  Lord 
casts  off  those  who  "  transgress  His  laws,  change  His  ordinances,  and  break  His 
everlasting  covenant." 

The  principles  of  the  Gospel  are  all  embracing — they  are  everlasting,  unchangeable, 
ultimate  truth.  They  will  fit  every  situation,  every  problem,  every  contingency  that  may 
arise  in  the  life  of  man.  There  are  no  local  problems,  no  peculiar  situations,  in  Ward 
or  Stake,  that  may  not  be  solved  under  these  principles.  It  will  not  do  for  any  Church 
officer  or  member  to  work  out  for  himself  a  different  course  from  that  prescribed.  This 
will  lead  to  a  disorder  and  the  Lord's  house  is  a  house  of  order.  When  new  light 
is  needed,  or  further  instructions,  the  Lord  will  make  them  known  through  His 
appointed  representative.  What  we  should  seek  is  wisdom  to  apply  the  old  and  true 
principles  to  new  situations.  Let  us  not  suppose  that  man  has  recently  changed  in  his 
essential  qualities  or  habits,  for  this  is  not  true ;  all  that  has  happened  to-day  is  that 
some  basic  passions  which,  through  the  generations,  mankind  has  brought  under 
control,  have  now  broken  loose  in  something  of  their  primeval  strength.  They  are  not 
new  passions.  We  possess  the  principles  which  brought  them  under  subjection  once, 
these  principles  were  given  to  man  in  the  very  beginning  for  this  exact  purpose  ;  we 
must  now  apply  them  again  to  conquer  these  same  old  foes  of  righteousness.  This  is 
not  a  new  world;  it  is  an  old  and  sinful  world  again  returned,  and  now  once  more 
to  be  reconquered  and  rejuvenated. 

We  must  cling  to  the  rigid  simplicity  of  the  principles  Jesus  taught,  to  the  strict 
simplicity  of  the  Ordinances  He  has  establised — neither  elegance  nor  pomp,  nor 
elaborate  ritual  and  ceremony  had  any  place  therein  ;  we  must  keep  the  everlasting 
covenant. 

MEN  IN  THE  ARMED  SERVICE 

To  our  men  in  the  armed  service  everywhere  we  send  our  greetings  and  love.  We 
repeat  our  message,   renew   our  admonitions,    re-bestow    our    blessings    recited   in    our 
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Message  at  the  Conference  of  last  April.  We  pray  in  a  prayer  which  daily  ascends  to  our 
Heavenly  Father,  that  you  will  live  righteously,  that  you  will  be  preserved,  that  God  will 
hasten  the  working-  out  of  His  purposes  among  the  nations,  so  that  peace  may  come  and 
you  be  restored  to  your  loved  ones,   as  clean  a.s  the  day  on  which  you  left  them. 

Our  constant  prayer  is  that  He  will  give  us  wisdom  to  help  you  in  your  sacrificing 
service  to  your  country. 

We  are  making  every  effort  that  opens  fo  us  to  aid  you.  Your  frequent  shiftings 

from  place  to  place,  made  necessary  by  the  exigencies  of  your  duties,  increases  our 
difficulties  almost  immeasurably.  But  we  shall  do  the  best  we  can.  We  are  setting 
up  a  special  committee  whose  particular  duty  and  function  it  shall  be  to  devise  and  carry 
out  means  of  keeping  in  touch  with  you  men  in  the  service. 

Realizing  that  one  of  the  greatest  blessings  that  can  come  to  you  are  words  of  cheer 
from  your  loved  ones  at  home,  we  renew  and  make  urgent  our  request  that  these  loved 
ones  send  you  frequent  letters.  No  parent  should  let  a  week  go  by  without  a  letter 
sent  to  his  loved  ones  in  the  service.  Every  wife  should  write  as  frequently,  and  so 
should  sweethearts.  Every  Bishop  either  himself  directly  or  through  one  of  his  coun- 
sellors, should  write  at  least  once  a  month  to  every  member  of  his  ward  who  is  in  the 
armed  service,  and  so  should  every  presidency  of  a  priesthood  quorum  with  a  member 
in  the  field.  This  is  little  enough  for  us  to  do  lor  those  prepared  to  sacrifice  all  al 
their  country's  behest. 

Under  our  direction,  you  brethren  in  the  service  have  been  requested  to  organize 
Mutual  Improvement  groups  in  your  camps,  so  that  both  your  recreational  and  spiritual 
needs  may  be  served.  This  you  brethren  may  do  wherever  you  go.  Let  your  organiza- 
tions be  set  up  after  counselling  together  and  by  mutual  consent.  In  your  gatherings 
you  can,  the  proper  priesthood  officers  officiating,  administer  the  Sacrament.  You,  who 
hold  the  proper  authority,  can  administer  to  the  sick  ;  you  can  teach  and  exhort  one 
another  to  works  of  righteousness.  You  can  build  up  and  support,  one  in  the  other, 
faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  in  His  atonement,  and  in  the  Gospel,  and  this  faith  will 
hold  when  all  else  seems  gone. 

We  are  prepared  to  send  you  Church  books  and  pamphlets  as  you  may  need  and 
desire. 

We  wish  to  bring  to  you  every  spiritual  comfort  and  consolation,  every  encourage- 
ment, every  upbuilding  influence  which  we  can  command.  We  and  the  Brethren  and 
the  whole  Church  prav  for  you  constantly.  And  again  we  pray  here  :  May  the  Lord  bless 
and  preserve  you  and  keep  you  clean. 

But  we  urge  you  to  remember  that  your  righteousness  rests  between  you  and  your 
God.  Others  may  exhort,  encourage  and  support,  but  you  only  can  win  the  victor} 
for  your  salvation,  aided  always  by  the  love,  the  mercy,  and  grace  of  your  Heavenly 
Father,  who  will  be  always  near  you  in  your  righteous  life,  wherever  your  lot  may  be 
cast. 

Again  we  say,  God  bless  you. 

THE  WAR 

We  renew  the  statement  made  in  our  Message  of  the  last  April  Conference,  that 
obedient  to  the  direct  command  of  the  Lord  given  to  us  more  than  a  hundred  yeais  ago, 
directing  us  to  "  renounce  war  and  proclaim  peace  "  (D.  &  C.  98:16)  the  Church  is 
and  must  be  against  war,  for  war  is  of  Satan  and  this  Church  is  the  Church  of  Christ 
who  taught  peace  and  righteousness  and  brotherhood  of  man. 

As  those  chosen  and  ordained  to  stand  at  the  head  of  the  Saviour's  Church,  as 
followers  of  the  lowly  Jesus  trying  to  live  His  Gospel  and  to  obey  His  commandments, 
we  must  call  upon  the  leaders  of  nations  to  abandon  the  fiendishly  inspired  slaughter  ot 
manhood  of  the  world  now  carrying  on  and  further  planned. 

We  condemn  the  outcome  which  wicked  and  designing  men  are  now  planning, 
namely  :  the  world-wide  establishment  and  perpetuation  of    some    form   of  Communism 
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on  the  one  side,  or  of  some  form  of  Nazism  or  Fascism  on  the  other.  Each  of  these 
systems  destroys  liberty,  wipes  out  free  institutions,  blots  out  free  agency,  stifles  free- 
press  and  free  speech,  crushes  out  freedom  of  religion  and  conscience.  Free  peoples 
cannot  and  do  not  survive  under  these  systems.  Free  people  the  world  over  will  view 
with  horror  the  establishment  of  either  Communism  or  Nazism  as  a  world-wide  system. 
Each  system  is  fostered  by  those  who  deny  the  light  and  the  ability  of  the  common 
people  to  govern  themselves.  We  proclaim  that  the  common  people  have  both  this 
right  and  this  ability. 

We  renew  our  declaration  that  international  disputes  can  and  should  be  settled  by 
peaceful  means.        This  is  the  way  of  the  Lord. 

We  call  upon  the  statesmen  of  the  world  to  assume  their  rightful  control  of  the 
affairs  of  nations  and  to  bring  this  war  to  an  end,  honourable  and  just  to  all.  Animated 
and  led  by  the  spirit  of  Christ,  they  can  do  it.  The  weeping  mothers,  the  distraught 
and  impoverished  wives,  the  fatherless  children  of  the  world,  demand  that  this  be  done. 
In  this  way  only  will  enduring  peace  come;  it  will  never  be  imposed  by  armed  force. 
Hate-driven  militarists  and  leaders,  with  mUrder  in  their  hearts,  will,  if  they  go  through 
to  the  end,  bring  merely  another  peace  that  will  be  but  the  beginning  of  another  war. 

TO  THE  OFFICERS  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  CHURCH 

We  pour  out  our  thanks  to  our  Heavenly  Father  for  the  faithfulness  and  devotion 
of  the  great  body  of  the  Church,  without  which  the  work  of  the  Lord  would  languish. 
To  the  faithful  members  we  extend  our  deep  and  sincere  gratitude  for  their  loyal  sup- 
port to  their  Ward  and  Stake  officers  and  to  the  General  Authorities  of  the  Church. 
Except  for  this  also,  the  growth  and  stability  of  the  Church  would  suffer. 

For  the  faith  of  the  Saints  as  shown  in  the  payment  of  their  tithes  and  offerings  we 
thank  the  Lord.  We  renew  to  them  the  promise,  so  graphically  pronounced  by  Malachi 
to  ancient  Israel,  that  for  their  faithfulness  the  Lord  will  open  the  windows  of  Heaven 
and  pour  out  His  blessings  upon  them. 

We  are  grateful  likewise  for  the  willing  and  effective  response  of  the  people  to  the 
Welfare  Plan.  We  call  attention  to  the  repeated  official  warnings  which  say  that  we 
face  the  urgent  likelihood  of  a  shortage  in  many  ox  the  necessities  of  life.  We  point 
out  that  the  very  purpose  of  the  Welfare  Plan  is  to  help  the  people  in  such  circum- 
stances. We  again  urge  that  they  wholeheartedly  support  and  work  out  this  plan  m 
its  full  measure. 

We  thank  the  Priesthood  of  the  Church  for  their  increased  activity  and  devotion. 
The  carrying  forward  of  the  Lord's  work  rests  upon  their  shoulders.  We  say  to  you, 
brethren,  bearers  of  God's  Holy  Priesthood,  duly  ordained  to  your  high  and  holy  call- 
ings by  the  servants  of  the  Lord  holding  His  authority  thereto,  be  faithful  to  the  divine 
agency  that  has  been  bestowed  upon  you,  magnify  your  offices,  seek  for  the  blessings 
of  the  Lord. 

To  the  auxiliaries  we  are  grateful  for  the  work  of  each  in  the  sphere  assigned  to  it. 
You  represent  the  First  Presidency  in  the  labour  assigned  to  you.  Seek  earnestly  to 
carry  out  not  only  the  letter  but  the  spirit  of  the  instructions  from  time  to  time  issued  to 
you  ;  to  do  otherwise  will  bring  trouble  and  a  lessening  of  the  good  you  are  counted 
upon  to  do. 

Again  we  thank  the  officers  of  Stakes  and  Wards  for  their  devoted  service.  The 
Lord  will  give  them  manifold  blessings  for  the  great  burdens  they  carry  in  His  service. 

Lastly  we  give  to  our  brethren  and  associates  of  the  General  Authorities,  our  unstinted 
love  and  gratitude  for  their  loyal  devotion  to  the  cause  of  the  Lord,  for  the  unfailing 
assistance  they  give  to  the  First  Presidency  in  carrying  the  great  burdens  of  these 
troublous  times,  and  for  their  faith  and  the  righteousness  of  their  living. 

Upon  all  we  ask  the  Lord  to  bestow   His  choicest  blessings. 

We  close  with  a  prayer  : 


March,  1943. 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER 


45 


INVOCATION 

Our  Heavenly  Father  : 

In  deep  humility  we  Thy  people,  Israel  of  to-day,  come  to  Thy  throne  pleading  for 
Thy  grace  and  Thy  mercy.  Forgive  what  Thou  hast  seen  amiss  in  us,  overlook  our 
waywardness,  keep  not  in  mind  our  lightmindedness  and  our  forgetfulness  of  our  debt 
to  Thee  for  all  we  have  and  are,  but  hold  in  memory  our  desire  to  serve  Thee  and 
to  keep  Thy  commandments,  and  increase  these  to  us  from  day  to  day.  Let  nothing 
be  betwixt  us  and  Thee  at.  this  hour.  And  standing  thus,  our  Heavenly  Father,  we 
beseech  Thee  speedily  to  work  out  Thy  purposes  in  the  earth.  Bring  quickly  to  those 
against  whom  Thy  righteous  anger  has  gone  forth  because  of  their  iniquity,  a  sense  of 
their  sins  and  great  guilt,  and  plant  in  their  hearts  a  will  to  repent  and  hereafter  to 
walk  in  Thy  paths,  guided  only  by  Thy  commandments,  that,  Thy  purposes  accom- 
plished, peace,  Thy  peace  and  the  peace  of  man,  may  return  to  bless  the  earth. 

Stay  the  hands,  O  Father,  of  the  Destroyer.  Let  him  not  further  curse  the  world 
with  the  slaughter  of  Thy  children,  nor  pour  out  upon  them  a  fuller  measure  of  the  sore 
afflictions  of  famine,  plague,  and  pestilence. 

We  know  what  Thou  has  decreed  against  a  sinning  world,  but  we  humbly  bow  at  Thy 
throne  and  with  our  whole  hearts  we  pray  Thee  that,  as  seemeth  to  Thee  well,  in  Thy 
infinite  knowledge  and  wisdom,  Thou  wilt  abate  Thy  righteous  indignation,  take  away 
from  the  full  measure  of  Thy  punishments,  hasten  the  carrying  out  of  Thy  purposes, 
shorten  these  clays  of  world  tribulation. 

We  know  how  we  Thy  children  have  erred,  we  know  how  we  have  failed  to  live  the 
lives  Thou  has  marked  out  for  us,  but  at  this  time,  O  Father,  we  humbly  pray  that  Thou 
wilt  close  Thine  eyes  to  our  misdoings  and  recall  not  our  frailties,  nor  withhold  forgive- 
ness for  our  transgressions,  but  grant  us  this,  our  prayer  for  the  speedy  fulfilment  of 
Thy  purposes,  that  peace  may  come,  that  the  cries  of  a  wailing  world  may  no  longer 
afflict  Thine  ears,  and  that  Thy  people  may  again  go  forward  in  their  work  of  spread- 
ing Thy  Gospel  and  bringing  salvation   to  the  honest  in  heart. 

Bless  the  needv,  the  sick,  the  world  over;  make  easy  the  pains  of  the  innocent  and 
righteous  ones  who  have  been  torn  by  war ;  comfort  the  mothers,  the  widows,  the 
fatherless.        Be  merciful  to  all  who  suffer  in  mind  or  body  or  spirit. 

For  Thy  boundless  mercies  to  us  we  are  humbly  grateful.  Lead  us  day  bv  day  so 
to  live  as  to  be  more  worthy  of  Thy  manifold  blessings,  without  which  we  should  perish. 

Grant  us  these  blessings,  O  Father,  for  we  ask  them  humbly  in  the  name  of  Thy  Son, 
Jesus  Christ.       Amen. 

HEBER   J.    GRANT. 

J.    REUBEN    CLARK,    Jr. 

DAVID    O.    McKAY. 


GOSSIP 

By  WM.   H.   REEDER 

GOSSIP    seems   to   be    popular,    but    it    is 
alwavs  a  waste  of  time,  generally  in- 
accurate and   frequently  vicious. 

One  who  indulges  in  it  exhibits  low 
breeding  and  empty  brain,  devoid  of  sub- 
stantial or  constructive  thinking.  Uncer- 
tainty, rumour  and  scandal  are  its  vehicle. 
It  cuts  and  slashes,  and  leaves  raw  bone  of 
distrust,  suspicion  and  heartaches.  It  does 
no  one  any  good  and  everybody  harm.  It  is 
cankerous  and  malignant,  the  father  of  lies. 


"  Tale  bearers  are  just  as  bad  as  tale 
makers. " — Sheridan. 

The  gentle,  the  fair  and  the  honourable 
eschew  if  as  poison  itself.  Self-respect  and 
gentlemanliness  will  not  tolerate  it.  It  is 
contrary  to  Christian  spirit  and  violates  the 
command  of  God  to  "  Love  thy  ne'ghbou: 
as  thvself . "  True  Latter-dav  .Saints  avoid 
and  condemn   it. 

George  Eliot  said,  "  Narrow  minded  and 
ignorant  persons  talk  about  persons  and  not 
things  ;  hence  gossip  is  the  bane  and  dis- 
grace of  society." 

He  who  would  be  high-minded  wou'd 
not  gossip. 
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SACRAMENT    GEM. 

Prepare    our    minds   that    we    may    .see 

The  beauties  of  Thy  Grace  ; 
Salvation   purchased   on  that  tree, 

For  all  who  seek  Thy  lace. 

GOSPEL    DOCTRINE. 

".   .   .  blessed  are  they  who  are  faithful  and  endure,  whether  in  life  or  in  death,   for  they 
shall  inherit  eternal  life." — Doctrine  and  Covenants,  section  50,  verse  5. 


GOSPEL   MESSAGE. 

".    .    .    every   one  that    asketh    receiveth ;   and   he   that    seeketh    iindeth,    and   to  him   tbat 
knocketh  it  shall  be  opened." — Matthew,  chapter  7,  verse  8. 


SENIORS. 

".    .    .   God  sent  not   His   Son   into  the  world   to  condemn  the  world;   but   that   the  world 
through    Him    might   be    saved." — John,   chapter  3,  verse   17. 


JUNIORS. 

"  Verily,   the  sound  (of  the  gospel)  must  go  forth   into   all  the   world   and    unto  the  utter- 
most parts  of  the  earth,  to  every  creature,  with   signs   following  them  that   believe." 

Doctrine  and  Covenants,  Section  58,  verse  64. 


INTERMEDIATE    CLASSES. 

".   .  .  whosoever  perisheth,  perisheth  unto  himself;  and  whosoever  doeth  iniquity,  doeth  it 
unto  himself;  .   .   ."— Helaman,  chapter  14,  verse  30. 

PRIMARY. 

Remember,  God  is  watching  you. 
For,   whether   wrong  or  right, 
No  child   in   all  this  busy   world, 
Is  ever  out  of  sight. 

KINDERGARTEN 

God  made  the  dark  for  children, 
And  birdies  in  their  nest ; 

All  in  the  dark  He  watches 

And  guards  us  while  we  rest. 
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THE    HAPPINESS    OF    NOT 
HAVING    TOO    MUCH 

By    CHANNING    POLLOCK 

Condensed  from  "The  Instructor" 


A  FEW  years  ago,  a  play  of  mine,  "The 
Sign  on  the  Door,"  was  produced  in 
Paris  by  the  Baron  Henri  de  Rothchild,  who 
was  then  one  of  the  richest  men  in  the 
world.  My  wife  and  daughter  and  I  lived 
in  a  dear,  cheap  little  hotel  in  the  Rue  de 
Rivoli.  We  had  always  been  frugal  people, 
who  spent  less  than  we  earned,  and  some- 
times that  wasn't  very  much.  But  the  play 
was  a  success  all  over  Europe,  and  we  felt 
that  we  could  cut  loose  ;  so,  one  day  I  took 
my  daughter  to  a  famous  dressmaker  and 
bade  her  get  whatever  she  liked.  And  my 
daughter  was  so  surprised  and  happy  that 
her  eyes  filled  with  tears.  When  I  told 
the  Baroness  de  Rothchild  about  it,  she  laid 
her  hand  on  the  child's  arm,  and  said  "  You 
lucky  girl — never  to  have  had  all  you 
wanted !  ' ' 

What  rare  wisdom  there  is  in  that 
sentence!  Most  of  us  believe  that  happi- 
ness comes  of  having  all  that  we  want — 
which  is  invariably  quite  a  lot  more  than  we 
have.  Like  Prosperity,  Enough  is  always 
just  round  the  corner.  Enough  is  what 
Jones  has- — and  we've  got  to  keep  up  with 
the  Joneses.  When  we've  done  that,  why 
there  are  the  Smiths,  still  ahead  of  us. 
Heaven  becomes  for  us  a  place  of  gold  and 
mother  of  pearl,  and  heaven  on  earth  is  the 
ability  to  buy  everything  we  think  we  want 
the   instant   we   think   we  want    it.  And 


pretty  soon  after  that,  we  stop  wanting  it. 
Most  of  us  stop  even  being  aware  of  it. 

Most  of  the  things  we  think  we  want  are 
like  that — baubles  in  life's  shop  window ; 
toys  for  grown-up  children.  Millions  of 
people  were  happy  without  them  for 
thousands  of  years,  and  millions  of  people 
are  happy  without  them  still.  Like  Omar 
Khayyam,  "  I  wonder  often  what  the 
vintners  buy  one-half  so  precious  as  the 
stuff  they  sell."  I  wonder  often  what 
money  gets  for  us  half  so  precious  as  the 
things  we  give  to  get  money. 

"  Enough  "  we  must  have,  of  course. 
But  when  we  are  adequately  fed,  and 
clothed,  and  housed,  the  more  abundant  life 
begins  having  to  do  with  what  is  in  mind 
and  heart  rather  than  with  what  is  in  closet 
or  bank. 

For  the  great  majority  of  us,  "  enough 
is  too  much.  There  comes  a  time  when 

material  things  require  something  else  to 
give  them  value — as  gasoline  requires  to  be 
mixed  with  air. 

Happiness  isn't  locked  up  in  vaults;  it's 
locked  up  in  you.  Take  the  advice  of  one 
happy  man  :  When  your  good  fairy  comes 
along  with  her  three  wishes  ;  let  the  first  be, 
"  Don't  give  me  less  than  I  can  use  well  "  ; 
and  the  second,  "  Don't  give  me  more  "; 
and  let  your  third,  and  most  important  wish 
be,  "  With  whatever  you  give,  give  me 
pleasure  in  what  I  have." 


THE  COVER 

Temple  Square,  Salt  Lake  City,   Utah'. 

The  Temple  Block  is  a  ten  acre  square, 
encompassed  by  a  solid  stone  and  adobe  wall 
12  feet  high  and  three  feet  thick.  There 
are  large  gates  on  each  of  the  four  squares 
of  the  block.  These  gates  are  always  open 
to  the  public. 


AH  of  the  meetings  of  the  General  Con- 
ference of  the  Church  are  held  within  the 
confines  of  this  Temple  Square. 


A  house  is  built  of  bricks   and   stones, 

Of  tiles  and  posts  and  piers, 
But  a  home  is  built  of  loving  deeds 

That  stand  a  thousand  years. 

— Victor  Hugo. 
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"GOLD  PLATES"  IN  MEXICO 

EXPLORER  REPORTS  TO  MORMON  MISSIONARIES 

From   Deseret    News 
By  ELDER  JACK  M.  ANDERSON-  Missionary  in  Alabama 


SOMEWHERE  in  the  unexplored  jungles 
dI"  Ghiapias,  Mexico,  lies  a  sel  pi 
golden  plates — a  book  of  sacred  writings 
which  teach  about  "  the  great  Hood  and  the 
Son  of  God  "  and  which  iortell  the  coining 
of  terrible  wars. 

These  legendary  plates  are  owned  by  a 
tribe  of  Maya  Indians  who  fled  before  the 
conquest  of  Cortes  and  have  been  lost  to  the 
world  ever   since.  They  have  never  seen 

civilization;  they  have  never  met  a  Christian 
missionary.  Yet  they  worship  three  gods 
and  understand  many  Christian  doctrines. 
And  they  know  all  about  the  "wrong  chiefs" 
who  shall  rule  "  the  land  of  the  bad  "  and 
lead  the  people  to  destruction. 

This  strange  report  was  brought  back 
from  Mexico's  "  forbidden  jungles  " 
recentlv  by  an  American  explorer  and  his 
wife,  Dana  and  Ginger  Lamb,  of  Santa  Ana, 
California,  who  penetrated  the  unexplored 
regions  of  Chiapas  and  discovered  the  lost 
Mayas. 

Sponsored  by  the  Mexican  government, 
the  Lambs  spent  two  years  in  their  attempt 
to  conquer  the  Chiapas  wilderness.  They 
explored  the  country  by  air  and  by  foot. 
Thev  chopped  their  way  through  tangled, 
tropica!  jungles.  They  sloshed  through 
marshes,  trekked  across  plains  and  scram- 
bled over  peaks. 

But  it  wasn't  until  one  day  last  autumn, 
while  searching  for  a  pass  through  some 
high  mountains,  that  they  spotted  Kentin. 
At  first  thev  couldn't  decide  whether  the 
long-haired,  withered,  little  creature  was  i 
man  or  an  animal.  He  was  perched  in  a 
tree,  hunting  monkeys  with  his  bow  and 
arrow.  And  it  was  difficult  to  separate  him 
from  the  monkeys. 

It  took  three  days  for  the  Lambs  to  win 
his  confidence.  They  tried  to  convince  him 
in  a  dozen  different  dialects  that  they  were 
friendly.  They  used  their  best  disarming 
smiles  and  native  peace  signs.  Thev  even 
left  gifts  for  him  under  the  tree.        But  he 


wouldn't  touch  them  until  after  the  whites 
weir  out   of  sight. 

At  fast  on  the  fourth  da}-  he  ventured 
down  to  greet  them,  laughing  and  jabbering 
iike   the    monkey    he   resembled.  He    had 

been  attracted  by  a  fire  which  the  Lambs 
had    lighted.  To    show   his    friendship  he 

placed  the  knuckles  of  his  left  hand  against 
their  hearts. 

The  next  day  Kentin  brought  Chan- Kin, 
chief  of  the  tribe,  with  him.  He  also  was 
impressed  with  the  magic  of  the  match,  as 
were  other  of  the  little  men  who  followed 
later. 

The  Lambs  finallv  were  allowed  to  set  up 
(-amp  in  a  clearing  near  Chan -Kin's  house, 
where  they  settled  down  to  win  the  friend- 
ship of  their  hosts.  Dana  taught  them 
better  ways  to  fish  and  to  hunt  and  to  tan 
hides,  while  his  wife  showed  the  women  new 
techniques  in  weaving,  first  aid  and  sanita- 
tion. In  turn  the  Mayas  cared  for  the 
whites  when  they  fell  ill  of  tropical  fever. 

Bit  by  bit  the  Lambs  picked  up  snatches 
of  Maya  legendary.  There  was  a  lost  city 
where  the  Mayas  went  to  worship  on  cer- 
tain davs  of  the  vear.  Onlv  those  could  go 
who  possessed  three  of  the  little  clay  gods 
which  were  bestowed  on  members  of  the 
tribe  from  time  to  time.  There  was  a 
temple,  too,  in  which  ceremonies  were  per- 
formed. 

"  Indeed  the  religion  of  the  lost  tribe  is 
verv  interesting,"  Dana  Lamb  wrote  to  this 
Missionary.  "  We  were  fascinated  with  it 
and  got  movies  of  their  ceremony  of  feeding 
the  Gods.  How  much  each  God  receives 
seems  to  be  in  proportion  to  how  good  the 
Indian    was   that   month.  This  ceremony 

did  not  seem  to  be  a  worship,  but  more  a 
giving  of  thanks. 

"  Their  use  of  small  clay  gods  seems  to 
be  as  svmbols  of  the  true  God,  just  as  we 
use  symbols  in  our  religion.  .   .   ." 

The  religious  teachings  of  the  Mayas — 
(Continued  on  page  50.) 
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'Phis  month,  the  Springs  Branch  of  the 
Transvaal  takes  the  honours  with  a  Baptis- 
mal Service.  Brother  Johan  Stemmet's 
wife,  Sister  Gertruida  H.  J.  P.  Stemmet, 
formally  of  Robertson ;  and  Raymond 
Phillips,  son  of  Brother  and  Sister  Bertie 
Phillips,  entered  the  waters  of  baptism  on 
the  13th  of  February.  We  heartily  extend 
the  hand  of  welcome  and  fellowship  to 
these  new  members. 


President  and  Sister  Richard  E.  Foliand 
will  tour  the  Mission  during-  the  months  of 
March  and  April.  They  expect  to  hold  con- 
ferences in  the  following  Districts  :  Trans- 
vaal District  Conference  will  be  at  "Ramah" 
on  the  21st  of  March,  other  branches  of  this 
district  will  be  visited  on  the  14th.  The 
Natal  Conference  will  be  held  in  Durban  on 
the  28th  of  March.  Eastern  Province 
Conference  will  be  held  at  Port  Elizabeth  on 
the  4th  of  April.  Visits  will  be  made  to 
all  possible  neighbouring  cities  and  towns 
on  the  way  and  meetings  will  be  arranged. 
Your  local  Mission  authorities  will  advise 
of  these  arrangements. 

Since  petrol  restrictions  prohibit  the  use 
of  a  motor  car,  President  and  Sister 
Foliand  will  deeply  appreciate  having  all 
members  and  friends  meet  with  them  at  the 
appointed   meeting   places.  Your    Branch 

Presidents  will  advise  you  of  the  detailed 
programme   for   your   section. 


Corporal  Cornielius  A.  Smith,  of  the 
First  Division,  and  Michael  Smith,  sons  ol 
Brother  and  Sister  C.  A.  Smith,  of  Durban, 
were  home  on  leave  during  February.  Sister 
Maud  Smith,  daughter  of  the  C.  A.  Smith's, 


was     recuperating    after     a     long     seige     of 
enteric  fever. 

It  is  hard  to  keep  up  with  the  Louis 
Duncan  family;  after  a  brief  residence  at 
Margate,  they  are  now  living  in  Durban. 

Brother  Derrick,  of  Liahona  Branch 
Presidency,  and  Lieut.  Cedrick,  stationed  at 
Oudtshoorn,  visited  their  sister  Daphne  and 
mother,  Mary  E.  Vice,  at  Margate,  during 
February. 

Brother  Tex  Smith,  of  Johannesburg, 
returned  by  air  from  his  former  post  in 
Madagascar  for  a  happy  visit  with  his  wife 
and  daughters. 

Mr.  A.  P.  and  Sister  Fourie,  of  Mowbrav, 
took  daughter  Felicia  and  Bonnie  Foliand 
to  Hermanus  on  their  vacation  during 
February. 

Brother  L.  J.  Swart,  of  Woodstock,  was 
knocked  down  by  a  bicycle  rider  early  one 
morning  while  on  his  way  to  report  for 
Essential  Services  duty,  and  suffered  a  frac- 
tured leg.  He  is  doing  nicely  at  the 
Victoria  Military  Hospital. 

The  Mowbrav  Branch  will  greatly  miss 
the  services  of  Brother  (Lieut.)  Sam  J. 
Rayner,  who  is  transferred  to  Bloemfontein. 
Brother  Sam  has  been  doing  a  fine  job  of 
teaching  Sunday  School,  leading  the 
Chorus  and  other  important  duties  at  the 
Cape  Branch. 

The  Vigus  family,  of  Woodstock,  had 
their  vacation  outing  cut  short  on  account 
of  Brother  James'  taking  a  sick  spell.  After 
a  few  days  of  complete  rest  at  home  he  is 
feeling  much  better. 

Springs  Branch  is  happv  to  have  their 
hard-working  Branch  President,  I.  C. 
Louw,    back    with    them.         Brother    Refer 
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f utter   has   done   a   lint' 
during  I.  C's  absence. 

Bfother  and  Sister  Melvie  Jakins 
(Winsome  Hancock),  of  the  Springs  Branch, 
were  blessed  with  a  bonnj  son  on  ilie  31st 
of  January.  He   was   given   the   name   of 

Wendell    Garrick.  Sister    Winsome    was 

very  ill  and  up  to  the  time  of  going  to  press 
was  not  out  of  danger.  Members  of  the 

Mission    unitedly     offered    prayers    for    her 
recovery. 

Springs  Branch  welcomed  another  new 
comer  in  the  person  of  a  lovely  baby 
daughter,  Joan  Daphne,  to  Brother  and' 
Sister  Alex.  Wilson.  It  is  reported  that 
mother  and  babe  are  doing  well.  Brother 
Alex,  was  lucky  and  had  a  ten  days'  leave- 
to  get  over  the  ordeal.  This  baby  was  born 
on  the  2nd  of  February. 

Sister  Nola  Futter,  Springs  Branch 
organist,  has  now  recovered  from  an  appen- 
dix operation  and  is  back  on  the  job. 

Sister  Mary,  wife  of  Branch  President 
Robert  J.  Doller,  of  P.E.,  had  a  two  weeks' 
vacation  on  a  farm  near  Mortimer,  Cape. 
The  children  greatly  enjoyed  the  outing. 

Brother  R.  K.  F.  Doller,  of  P.E.,  does  a 
lot  of  travelling  on  business  now-a-days. 
He  spent  some  time  at  Cape  St.  Francis 
during  January  and  February. 
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Poii    Elizabeth    tries   to   keep  even   with 

other  branches.  Brother  and  Sister  OttO 
Doller  was  blessed  with  another  line  son  on 
the    19th  of  January.  Mother  and  son  are 

reported    as   doing    very    well.  Our  con- 

gratulations to  them. 

Sister  Smith,  of  P. E.,  has  left  that  branch 
to  join  her  daughter,  Vera,  who  is  stationed 
at  Durban. 

The  family  of  District  President  and 
Sister  J.  Goulden  Evans  is  pretty  well 
scattered  about  the  Union.  Brother  and 

Sister  Evans  have  sons  Kent  and  Richard 
with  them  at  Pofadder ;  Kaye  and  Harvey 
are  holding  down  the  fort  at  Kensington, 
while  Mary  is  at  school  in  Kroonstad.  The 
Transvaal  District  misses  these  fine  people. 
Kaye  and  Harvey  have  a  lot  to  do  in  trying 
to  represent  the  other  members  of  the 
family. 

Johannesburg  girls  crash  Salt  Lake 
Society.  Sisters  Grace  Millan  and  Olga 
Hubert  have  each  appeared  in  the  Society 
Section  of  the  Salt  Lake  newspapers.  It 
was  gratifying  to  see  their  pictures  and  read 
interviews  from  them.  They  both  seem  to 
be  enjoying  their  new  homes  in  the  Rocky 
Mountains. 

Capt.  Dan.  Cherrett,  Mowbrav  Branch 
President,  made  a  flying-  trip  to  Pretoria  for 
his  government  during  Februarv. 


"  Cold    Plates  " 
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referred  to  as  "great  things  of  the  old  ones" 
— were  inscribed  legendarily  on  sheets  of 
solid  gold.  These  teachings  told  of  the 
great  flood,  the  Son  of  God  and  other  prin- 
ciples which  coincide  with  Christianity. 

There  were  prophesies,  too — prophesies 
about  the  "  bad  people  "  who  would  die  be- 
cause they  chose  the  wrong  leaders  and  who 
would  destroy  themselves  through  their  own 
wickedness.  But  after  great  suffering-  these 
people  would  become  humble  and  the  true 
writings  would  be  shown  to  the  world. 

The  complete  story  of  the  lost  tribe  and 
their  religion  is  not  known  because,  as  Dana 
Lamb  explained,  "  we  are  working  under 
language   difficulties.  It    will    necessitate 

considerably  more  study  dft:  them  and  their 
beliefs  before  we  have  conclusive  facts.  And 
for  the  present  the  lost  tribe  will  have  to 
wait,  as  we  are  doing  our  bit  to  help  out 
in  this  fracas." 


The  Lambs'  discovery  has  been  received 
by  the  public  with  a  certain  amount  of  sur- 
prise and  curiosity.  Where  did  the  Mayas 
get  their  religion  which  so  remarkably  re- 
sembles Christianity?  And  what  about  the 
golden  plates?  These  are  questions  in  the 
minds  of  many  people. 

But  to  the  person  who  understands  Mor- 
monism,  the  answers  are  simple.  The 
religion  of  the  Mayas  is  nothing  more  than 
a  remnant  of  the  true  gospel  which  was 
taught  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  American 
continent  by  Christ,  Himself,  after  His 
resurrection.  The  golden  plates  .  .  .  well, 
if  they  actually  exist  in  the  lost  city,  it  is 
proof  at  least  that  sacred  records  were  in- 
scribed on  gold  bv  the  ancient  Americans, 
as   was  the   Book  of   Mormon.  But   the 

Lambs  never  actually  saw  these  golden 
plates.  They  simply  heard  about  them. 
Isn't  it  possible  that  the  little  Mayas,  who 
have  clung  so  tenaciouslv  to  the  religion  of 
of  their  forefathers,  were  referring  to  the 
Book  of  Mormon  plates,  thesmselves. 
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THE  IflST'IAtJSH 

BY   GOluV 


A   Disturbing  Element. 
Ho:     "1     can't    «ay     I     enjoy     dancing — it's 
nothing  but  necking  set  to  music.'1 
Slit-:    "  What's   wrong   with    that? 
He:   "The  music's  so  distracting." 

□  a 

A   Horse   On   joe. 

Moe  :  "  J.  have  a  farm  but  I'm  having  a  little 
trouble  with  it — my  white  horses  eat  more  than 
my  black  horses." 

Joe:    "  Why   is  that?  " 

Moe:  "1  don't  know.  Maybe  it's  because 
we  have  more  white  horses  than  we  have  black 
ones." 

□  □ 

Inexhaustible. 

Examining  Officer:  "What  would  you  do  it' 
a  sudden  storm  sprang  up  to  starboard?  " 

Naval    Student:    "Drop   anchor,    sir." 

"  And  if  another  sprang  up   aft?  " 

"  Drop   another  anchor,   sir." 

"  And  if  another  storm  sprang  up  forward?  " 

"  Drop  another  anchor,  sir." 

"  Hold  on — where  are  you  getting  all  those 
anchors  ?  " 

"  From  the  same  place  you're  getting  the 
storms,  sir." 

□  □ 

No  Co-operation. 

Mrs.  Portly  Snoot  engaged  a  noted  pianist  to 
play  the  accompaniment  for  her  two  solos  at  an 
afternoon  musicale.  He  finished  his  share  oi 
the  first  number  thin-lipped  and  frowning,  and 
half  way  through  the  second  one  he  suddenly 
struck  a  thundering  discord  and  arose  with  ill- 
concealed  fury. 

"  Madam,"  he  cried,  "id  is  absolutely  no 
use!  Vedder  T  play  on  der  vite  keys  or  vedder 
I  play  mit  der  black  vuns,  you  sing  in  der 
cracks." 

b    a 

Punishment  to  fit  the  Crime. 

Joe:  "I  met  my  wife  in  a  very  funny  way. 
I  ran  over  her  with  my  car.  and  later  married 
her." 

Jack:  "If  everybody  had  to  do  that,  there 
wouldn't  be  so  much  reckless  driving." 


Difficult    Feat. 

j.vlis.->us:  "  I  led  very  kceniy  on  the  subject 
oi  Detter  schooia  and  wnen  it  came  up  in  uuu 
Lo-uay  i  was  quite  outspoken  in  my  senu- 
ments." 

Mister  :  "1  can't  believe  it.  Who  outspoke 
you?  " 

Q     Q 

He  sure  was  Old. 
Joe:    "How  old  is  grandpa,  father?" 

rather:  •'  i  don  t  Know,  son.  id  have  to 
iook  u   up   in  the  family  bible.' 

Joe:  "  Gee!  1  knew  lie  was  old,  but  1  didn't 
think    he   was  old  enough   to    be   in   the   Bible.' 

□  Q 

Judging  by   Looks. 

"  My  husband  has  disappeared,"  a  woman 
BObbingly  told  the  desk  sergeant  at  police 
headquarters,    "  Here   is   his   picture.  I  want 

you  to  rind  him." 

After  inspecting  the  photograph,  the  sergeant 
asked,    "  Why?  " 

Q      Q 

There  Are  Others. 

"is  vour  bov  friend  progressive  or  conserva- 
tive? " 

"  it's  hard  to  say.  He  wears  last  year's 
clothes,  drives  this  year's  car,  and  lives  on  next 
year's  income.' 

□  a 

Cool,  but  not   Calm. 

Friend:  "Was  your  husband  cool  when  the 
burglars   were  breaking  in   the   other   night?  " 

Spouse:  "He  must  have  been — he  was 
shivering  all   over." 

□  a 

Taking  Turns. 

Friend:  "  1  hear  vour  son  is  getting  on  ouitc 
well." 

Crabtree:    "I'll    say    so!      Two    years    ago    he 
wore  my  old  suits.       Now  I   wear  h  s." 
rj    a 
They  Never  Stop. 

Ella:  "What's  the  rent  of  your  nice  room, 
Gladys?       I  suppose  they  ask  a  lot  for  it." 

Gladys:  "Yes.  they  ask  for  it  almost  all  the 
time." 
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I!) 

|  values  in  the  Book  of  Mormon 

o 

(|)  CIRST — This  volume  claims  to  be  an  abridgment  of  sacred  records,   some  of   them 

I  '        dating  from  the  tower  of  Babel. 

(!)  What  an  amazing  claim  !     What  lover  of  history,  after  reading   that  announcement, 

Q  could  lay  the  book  aside  until  he  had  thoughtfully  perused  its  contents?    Such  a  docu- 

£  ment,   if  genuine,   would  be  most  priceless.         The  British   Museum   recently  paid  the 

M  Soviet  Goverment  $500,000  for  a  single  document,  the  Codex  Alexandrinus,  which  pur- 

q  ports  to  be  an  early  copy  of  a  translation  of  the  Old  Testament  books  into  the  Greek 

l|l  language.         That  ancient  manuscript  was  copied  at  approximately  the  time  when  the 

j?f  Book  of  Mormon  record  was  sealed  up  and  hid  by  the  Angel  Moroni.     But  many  other 

5  copies  of  the  early  Hebrew  scriptures  are  in  existence,  which  tend  to  lower  the  value  of 
any  single  one  of  them,  while  the  Book  of  Mormon  is  the  on'.y  known  record  of  the  people 

a  concerned  and  is  a  translation   from   the  original  abridgment. 

U  In    the   second   place,   the   preface   declares    that    this    volume    has    been    preserved 

(j)  "  through  the  power  of  God,"  and   "  translated    by    the    gift    of    God  "    through    the 

t  instrumentality  of  Joseph  Smith. 

(!)  This,  too,  is  an  amazing  assertion,  superior  to  the  claim  of  any  book  in  the  entire 

Q  word.       Many  books  of  the  Bible  m;ght  claim  preservation  by  the  power  of  God,  but 

|  no   translator  of   the    Bible  has  ever   claimed  that  his   translation   was   made  possible 

H  solely  through  the  instrumentality  of  God.    If   this   claim    is   true,    the  message   of  the 

£  volume  must  be  God's  message  to  the  world,  and  who  among  men  is  not  interested  in 

)U  the  voice  of  the  Creator? 

m  Thirdly,  this  volume  is  addressed  especially  to  the  "  remnant  of  the  House  of  Israel," 

o  the  Lamanites,  and  "  also  to  Jew  and  Geniile." 

$  Th's  announcement  is  important  in  view  of  the  fact  that,   aside  from  the  Jews,   the 

M  remnant  of  the  house  of  Israel  is  lost,  as  far  as  the  world  is  concerned.       Who  are  the 

o  Lamanites?       The  answer  can  easily  be  found.       The  book  declares  this  "  remnant  of 

|l|  Israel  "  to  be  "  none  other  than  the  American  Indian." 

6  Lastly,    this   peculiar   preface   declares  that  the  book  contains   a  message  calculated 
y  to  convince  the  world  that  "  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  manifesting  himself  unto  all  nations." 

[1(  Historians  have  contended  from  time  to  time  that  a  single  authentic  account  of  Jesus 

&  and  His  teachings,  other  than  that  of  the  New  Testament,  would  be  priceless  ;  and  here 

y  we  have  before  us  an  entire  volume  dedicated  to  the  purpose  of  convincing  the  world  of 

ffi  the  reality  of  Christ's  mission  as  the  Messiah. 

a.  What  could  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  this  (the  American)  continent  know  of  Jesus  of 

(!)  Nazareth?       What  possible  proof  could  they  have  that  Jesus  was  literally  the  Son  of 

m  God.     In  an  age  when  much  of  the  Bible  is  under  the  fire  of  critics,  this  New  Witness 

j  for  Christ  should  be  of  intense   interest. 

(!)  The  challenge  of  the  book  is  like  the  challenge  of  the  resurrected  Lord  to  the  doubt - 

rj)  ing  Apostles  at  Jerusalem.     "  Handle  me  and  see,  for  a  spirit  hath  not  flesh  and  bones 

$  as  ye  see  me  have."       The  last  writer  of  the  book  breathes  the  same  spirit  when  he 

M  says:  "  When  ye  shall  receive  these   things,    I   would  exhort   you  that   ye   would   ask 

o  God,  the  Eternal-  Father,  in  the  name  of  Christ,  if  these  things  are  not  true,  and  if  ye 

jlj  shall  ask  with  a  sincere  heart,  with  real  intent,  having  faith  in  Christ,  he  wi11      anifest 

&  the  truth  of  it  unto  you,  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost." 

s  — W  liam  E.  Berrett  in  "  The  Restored  Church." 
v 
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